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General Announcements
The Worth County School District will reopen schools on Tuesday, September 8,
2020. Teachers will report to work on August 20, 2020. A new instructional
calendar was approved by the Worth County School Board on July 30, 2020. The
calendar is included in this plan on page 14.

Parents will be our first line of defense!
We want our schools to stay open! Please use a thermometer and check your child’s
temperature every morning. Please do not send your child to school if they have a
temperature above 99. There are several guidelines that use other temperatures- we
are asking you to use 99 as the limit so that we are safer! If your child has any
symptoms of cold, flu, or COVID-19 please keep them home; our reopening plan
will have detailed guidelines on symptoms. It is highly recommended that each
student have a mask with them every day. Students may not be required to wear it at
all times, but there will be times when it will be HIGHLY recommended, such as
during transition in the hallways.

Attendance
Again, if your child has a fever or symptoms of being sick, keep them home. There
will be no awards given this year for perfect attendance. Yes, we believe school
attendance is essential; after all, we are opening the schools. However, we want the
schools to remain open so, if your child is sick or you even suspect that they may be
sick, keep them home. It is our intent to hold students harmless for COVID-19
related absences as much as possible.
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Prepare for School Closing and Quarantine/Isolation
There is a high likelihood that positive COVID-19 cases will be identified at school.
According to the DPH guidelines, anyone in close contact with a person positive for
COVID-19 must be quarantined for 14 days. At any time, a parent can be
contacted and notified their student must be out for 14 days due to exposure. It
is essential that every family have a plan in place for a student that cannot
attend school. Additionally, the entire school system is likely to close and switch to
distance learning for 14 days if the levels of infection reach a point that it is not
feasible to continue face-to-face instruction. Again, it is essential that every family
have a plan in place for a 14-day closure.

Personal Protection Equipment for Students
The schools have very limited supplies of masks for students. If a parent wishes for
their student to wear a face mask or shield throughout the day, it is the responsibility
of the parent to send masks and show the students how to wear them. WCSD will
not require masks (except on school buses) but we are highly encouraging their use
by all. Parents may send face masks or face shields with students, but no other PPE
should be sent to school. If a parent has a specific concern regarding a child’s health
or a request for a special piece of PPE equipment, the request should be made to the
principal of the school. Understand however that there will be few exceptions made
due to safety and other constraints.
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WORTH COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT’S ROLES &
RESPONSIBILITIES
At the state level, the Georgia Department of Public Health is guided by the US
Department of Health and Human Services and the CDC. At the local level, Worth
County Department of Health and Environment takes guidance from the Georgia
Department of Public Health (DPH). National, state, and local authorities are
charged with collaborating in highly infectious illness preparedness and response
efforts. WCSD cooperates with these authorities to raise awareness and take
necessary actions in response to reported illness.
WCSD’s response to an outbreak of COVID-19 will be guided by the
recommendations of the Worth County Department of Health, DPH, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the Governor’s Office, and the Superintendent’s
recommendation to the WCSD Board of Education.
When COVID-19 is reported:
• The Superintendent will work closely with all state and local officials listed
above to make all decisions related to possible school closure in response to
COVID-19.
• Comprehensive COVID-19 communications will be developed and delivered
to students, families, staff, and community members.
• The district and school nurses will educate school communities about
strategies for the prevention of illness including, proper hand washing
techniques, good health habits, community mitigation, social mitigation, and
vaccinations if these become available; as well as any other strategies deemed
necessary or appropriate for preventing illness transmission.
• School administration and school nurses will utilize and update plans to be
enacted in the event that a student or staff member must be sent home from
school due to illness.
• Collaboration will occur with the Worth County Department of Health to
monitor health data and update schools, staff, and families regarding potential
changes that may occur or new and pertinent information related to the extent
or spread of the illness.
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• Chain of command procedures will be followed as outlined in the Worth
County School District Emergency Operations Plan (EOP).
• WCSD may develop planning to determine if designated treatment sites will
be needed during the infectious disease event.
• Health plans will be reviewed as needed to manage both short and long-term
student and staff absences related to illness.
• All district departments will carry out and document infectious disease
responses.

School Closings Are Likely
We will evaluate our plans daily as changing health and safety concerns arise. The
Worth County School District believes that it is in the best interests of children to
be in school as much as possible. This opinion is supported by the American
Academy of Pediatrics and a majority of Worth County citizens. There is no
substitute for in-school face-to-face instruction with a competent, caring, and
compassionate teacher. We will open schools according to the approved 20202021 calendar with an option of online instruction through the Worth Virtual
Academy.
Due to the increasing cases of COVID-19 in our area, and the inherent close
contact of students in schools, it is likely that there will be school closures where
we switch to distance learning. When the numbers of quarantined students and
staff reach levels that make school attendance unfeasible, the WCSD will close
schools for face-to-face instruction and switch to distance learning for a 14 day
(two week) period. Classes will resume face-to-face after the 14-day period is
over. Changes to our plans and closures will be announced via our district and
school social media accounts, as well as our webpages and local media.
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Health and Safety Guidelines
The safety and health of our students is and will remain the top priority of the
WCSD. Based on the latest guidance from federal, state, and local health officials,
the WCSD will follow the guidelines listed below:
• Hand sanitizer and/or soap and water will be readily available to all for
regular hand sanitizing. Students and staff will be encouraged to bring
personal hand sanitizer.
• Masks are highly recommended, but not required. It is even more essential
to wear a mask on buses if you elect to send your child on the bus to and
from school. The wearing of a mask should be a decision between
employees and their healthcare providers and between parents and children.
• COVID-19 awareness signs will be posted in each WCSD facility.
• Schools and buses will be cleaned and disinfected daily. School facilities
will be disinfected. Each principal will develop a detailed plan to clean
his/her school regularly.
• Social distancing will be followed when feasible and physically possible.
• Classrooms will be spread out as much as physically possible. Student desks
will face in the same direction when possible. Students, when seated at
tables, will face the same direction when possible. Social distancing in the
cafeteria will be practiced by spreading out and many students will eat in
classrooms on a rotating basis. Each principal will develop a detailed plan
for his/her school.
• Temperature checks of students and staff will be conducted upon arrival to
school and at other times as needed. Each principal will develop a plan for
his/her school.
• Students and staff will be encouraged and reminded to properly wash their
hands throughout the day.
• Non-essential visitors, volunteers, and activities involving external groups or
organizations will be prohibited or limited.
• Parents should have an appointment and check-in at the front desk for
essential business.
• Parents/visitors will not be allowed to visit classrooms or the lunchroom to
protect all students and faculty members. We hope the overall health
situation will continue to improve, so we will be able to amend this practice.
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• Field trips will not be taken during the fall semester. This will be reevaluated at midyear.
• Parent-teacher conferences will be held virtually if practical and possible.
• The Georgia High School Association will provide all guidance for athletic
events and competition.
• Recess will be encouraged with safety and health in mind. Each principal
will develop a plan for his/her school.
• Assembly programs will need to be broadcast virtually or prerecorded for
viewing later if social distancing cannot be achieved. Each principal will
develop a plan for his/her school.
• Physical Education classes will be taught. Social distancing will be observed
to the extent feasible and physically possible.
• Water fountains may operate and, if so, will be cleaned multiple times daily,
and students will be encouraged to bring water bottles or containers and not
share any items. (This is subject to change)
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School COVID-19 Response

Students who arrive with symptoms or become sick at school:
If a child becomes sick at school with symptoms of Covid-19 they will need to be
assessed by school nurse.
The nurse will:
a. Separate sick children from well children utilizing the isolation room. All
students in the isolation must wear a provided mask. Nurses or staff
supervising the isolation room will also wear a mask at all times.
b. Notify parent or guardian to review concerns of student symptoms and the
student must be picked up (give handouts as needed of Covid-19 symptoms,
10 things to do at home, CDC guidelines) and copy of return to school
guidelines.
c. Add student to follow-up tracking for Covid-19, following the return to school
guidelines
d. Notify nurse supervisor/principal using follow-up tracking

Employee sick at work
If an employee becomes sick at work with symptoms of Covid-19 they will need to
be assessed by school nurse. If a staff member has symptoms of Covid-19 they will
need to leave work.
The nurse will:
a. Provide a mask (if they do not have one) to wear until out of the building, and
assist with guidance as needed.
b. Add staff personnel to follow up tracking following the return to school
guidelines
c. Notify principal immediately and nurse supervisor using follow-up tracking

All positive Covid-19 testing will be followed by health department
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Worth County School District
Return to School Guidelines
-Developed using GA DPH Return to School Guidance

Students/Staff who are Positive for COVID-19 With Symptoms

Symptomatic persons with confirmed Covid-19 or suspected Covid-19 can return to
school after at least 24 hours have passed since recovery with:
a) no fever and no use of fever reducing medication
b) improvements in respiratory symptoms (cough, shortness of breath)
c) and at least 10 days have passed since symptoms have first appeared

Students/Staff who are Positive for COVID-19 Without Symptoms

Asymptomatic persons with confirmed Covid-19 can return to school/work after at
least 10 days have passed since positive lab test and the person remains without
symptoms.
*If student/staff member tests positive and within the 10 days develops symptoms of
Covid-19, then they should follow the above guidelines for the symptomatic person.
COVID-19 Symptoms include:
•
•
•
•
•

fever or chills
cough
shortness of breath
fatigue
muscle or body aches
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•
•
•
•
•

headache
new loss of taste or smell
sore throat
head congestion or runny nose
nausea/vomiting
• diarrhea

Students/Staff who are Exposed to a Person with COVID-19
Asymptomatic persons who have a known exposure to a person with Covid-19
without appropriate PPE can return to school after:
a) 14-day quarantine following above guidelines if no symptoms occur.
b) during this 14-day period you will need to check your temp 2 times per
day, monitor for signs and symptoms of Covid-19.
c) If during the 14-day quarantine you become symptomatic, you should
notify DPH and the school. Then the protocol on the previous page for
symptomatic persons must begin to be followed.
*If tested during this time period a negative test will not decrease the 14 days, but a
positive test would move the person into the above category of Symptomatic or
Asymptomatic positive.

See the next page for the actual DPH guidance document
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Curriculum and
Instruction
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In The Event of Closures
If a school closure occurs, instruction will shift to distance learning for two full
weeks (14 days). It is our intent that school staff will continue to come to work
under social distancing guidelines.

Continuity of Learning
Google Classroom
We are planning and preparing for each student to be in Google Classroom and at
least one other online instructional platform from the beginning of school. Parents
will receive many requests for contact information from each teacher. Please send
the contact information back as quickly as possible and look for information sent
home with students and posted online (school/district websites, Facebook, etc.)
regarding how to use online tools and platforms.
Edgenuity (Odysseyware) (K-5 online curriculum)
Edgenuity online learning will be used not only in our Worth Virtual Academy, but
will also be available to any K-5 teacher to utilize with students during a school
closure event. Our plan is to have every K-5 student set up to use it in the first week
of school. Be sure to look for information sent home from school with students.
APEX Learning (6-12 online curriculum)
APEX learning will be used not only in our Worth Virtual Academy, but will also be
available to any 6-12 teacher to utilize with students during a school closure event.
Our plan is to have every 6-12 student set up to use it in the first week of school. Be
sure to look for information sent home from school with students.
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Internet Connectivity Concerns
Unfortunately, there are many of our students in Worth County who may not have
reliable internet at home. For those parents and students with internet connectivity
concerns, we will have some options in place in the event of shutdowns.

Teachers/Staff at Schools
While parents, students, and visitors will not be allowed to enter a school during a
14-day shutdown (distance learning) period, teachers will be working. Teachers will
be in regular communication with students and families via telephone, email, Google
Classroom, and other electronic methods.
Paper Options
Schools will work with families to supply paper options for work in the event a
student cannot connect electronically. Efforts will be made to facilitate return of
work materials to school so that teachers can receive it, assuming it can be done in a
safe manner. See school plans for more details.

District Wifi Connection Points
In the event of a shutdown, WCSD will make available wifi connections in the
parking lots at the BOE office and Worth County High School. We are working on
two additional locations TBD.

Partnership with City of Sylvester- Wifi Connections
The City of Sylvester has graciously agreed to make Wifi connections available at
their locations in the event of a school shutdown. We are still working on the plans,
so locations are not yet known. We will update this plan and communicate those
locations at a later time.
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Exceptional Student Education (Special Education and 504)
Traditional:
Students needing specialized instruction will continue to engage in face to face instruction within
the school building. Accommodations and Instructional modifications will be within the classroom
setting.
Distance:
Students needing specialized instruction will work remotely and complete online assignments.
Teachers will provide live and recorded specialized instruction and support per student need as
determined by eligibility. Grades will count. A distance learning plan will be completed for each
student prior to participating in distance learning. Students with significant disabilities who receive
this instructional platform will be incorporated into the classroom setting using Google Meets and
will continue using Unique Solutions for their curriculum.
Virtual:
Students needing specialized instruction will receive instruction and assignments via Apex (Grades
6-12) or Edgenuity (Grades K-5) with built-in accommodations. The students will be responsible
for accessing Georgia Standards of Excellence through one of these venues. The students will be
given a grade by the courseware which will include assignments and assessments. The case
manager will collaborate with the virtual instructor and the student making sure they are accessing
their accommodations.
For SWD's, when returning to school the IEP team will convene to hold a meeting to discuss the
progress of each student. During the meeting, the team will develop a Temporary Learning Plan
(aka Distance Learning Plan) to address the needs of the student that may occur during intermittent
closures or if the student will be receiving their education through our Distance or Virtual
Programs.
In regards to students with 504's, concerns that may arise by parents will be handled at each
individual school. Each year we meet with the team to look over each 504 to ensure each plan is up
to date. In the occurrence that the intermittent closure occurs any applicable accommodation will
be met by the teacher of that student.
Jennifer Turnbull
Worth County Schools Exceptional Students Director
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SCHOOL NUTRITION PROGRAM
All WCSD students will go through the cafeteria line for Breakfast and Lunch.

WCSD will have two sets of menus during the pandemic.
1. K-8 Lunch Menu
2. 9-12 Lunch Menu
3. WAC students will use the 9-12 Menu
K-8 Students will consume meals in the classroom and/or cafeteria and maintain
social distancing. See school plans for more details.
9-12 Students will consume meals in the cafeteria and/or courtyard and maintain
social distancing. See school plans for more details.

1. All serving lines will have a sanitizing station for all students to use prior
being served.
2. All servers will wear face masks when serving students and/or staff.
3. Cashiers will wear face masks and/or face shields when waiting on students
and/or staff.
4. Students will not use the pin pad. Cashiers will use a tally sheet to count
reimbursable meals.

5. All students will have access and be allowed to use the water fountains to
obtain water with lunch. It is recommended that students bring a water bottle
or container from home and refrain from sharing any items.
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STUDENT TRANSPORTATION

School buses will be a point of contact where social distancing will be very difficult,
if not impossible. It is recommended that all parents bring their children to school
and pick them up for the foreseeable future if they have the capability. We
understand that many parents cannot, so buses will run usual routes. However,
please be aware that riding the bus will increase the exposure risk to COVID-19,
and we are asking every child who rides the bus to wear a mask or face
covering at all times while on the bus.
Parents are our first line of defense! Please do not send your child to the bus or to
school if they don't feel well or if they are running a fever!
All buses will be provided hand sanitizer for students and drivers. Riders should
sanitize hands upon boarding the bus.
Face masks are optional for bus drivers and bus monitors but recommended to
protect other people.
Use social distancing principles as feasible. Sit family members together whenever
possible.

Disinfection Plan for Buses:
All buses will be disinfected after each route (AM & PM) The Director of
Transportation will ensure all drivers are trained on all aspects of proper disinfecting
techniques.
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GHSA Athletics and Other Extracurricular Activities
The Worth County School District will follow an implement all directives of the
Georgia High School Association, and also apply those guidelines to other
extracurricular activities. The GHSA is monitoring the situation closely and is
regularly adjusting its guidelines to ensure student safety.
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